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This talk will provide an intuitive introduction to the use of Partial Least Squares. The goal is to
explore in detail how Partial Least Squares differs from Covariance Based SEM analyses. Rather
than being competitive, it is argued that the use of PLS is often complementary to CBSEM for
research endeavors and may potentially be better suited depending on the specific empirical
context and objectives. For consideration with time permitting, the talk will cover the following
issues:

e Degree of Emphasis on Covariance Explanation

Determinate Scores/Indices for predictive relevance
Exploratory in Nature — Higher Dimensional Analyses
Eschewing the “True” Model for Prediction Focus

High Model Complexity As Criterion — relation to sample size
Soft Distributional Assumptions

Modeling Formative Measurement Items

Higher Order Molar and Molecular Models

Accuracy of Parameter Estimation
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